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Stream Focus
This stream explores participation and solidarity as interconnected principles shaping inclusion, equality, and democratic legitimacy in contexts of profound social, technological, environmental, and geopolitical transformation. Drawing on research on democratic innovations, inclusive governance, and collective action, the stream invites contributions examining how participatory mechanisms and solidarity-based practices redefine access, voice, recognition, and belonging across organizational, civic, and policy arenas.
In an era marked by digitalization, climate disruption, migration, labor market change, and declining institutional trust, participation and solidarity are not merely normative ideals but structural conditions for inclusive and resilient governance. The stream provides a critical space to examine how these principles are designed, combined, and institutionalized across local, national, transnational, and global levels, and how they address persistent inequalities and new forms of exclusion.
We welcome empirical, conceptual, and practice-based contributions that interrogate participatory and solidarity-driven governance in diverse cultural, political, and organizational contexts.
Themes
I. Designing Participation: Institutional Architectures and Inclusive Access
This theme focuses on how participatory institutions and governance architectures define who can participate, how participation is organized, and whose voices count. Participatory mechanisms such as citizen assemblies, co-creation platforms, deliberative councils, participatory budgeting, and digital consultation tools promise greater inclusion, yet often reproduce inequalities through procedural complexity, resource asymmetries, and unequal recognition. This theme examines how institutional design choices shape inclusion and exclusion across social groups, territories, and governance levels.
Guiding Questions:
· How are participatory mechanisms designed and institutionalized across governance systems?
· Which design features lower participation barriers for marginalized groups?
· How do multilevel governance arrangements affect inclusion, representation, and voice?
· How does participation fatigue emerge and how can it be mitigated?

II. Solidarity, Collective Action and Social Inclusion
This theme examines solidarity as a governance principle grounded in collective responsibility, mutual support, and shared problem-solving. It explores how solidarity mechanisms — including mutual aid networks, welfare innovations, community platforms, social movements, and transnational advocacy networks — address structural inequalities and foster social cohesion. Particular attention is given to how solidarity practices operate across cultural, institutional, and national boundaries, and how power relations shape their inclusivity and durability.
Guiding Questions:
· How do solidarity initiatives address systemic inequalities and exclusion?
· What governance arrangements sustain inclusive and long-term solidarity practices?
· How do grassroots and institutional forms of solidarity interact?
· How are solidarity networks shaped by culture, migration, and transnational ties?
· 
III. Digital Participation and Digital Solidarity
This theme explores the role of digital technologies in reshaping participation and solidarity. Digital platforms expand access and connectivity, yet also reproduce digital divides, algorithmic bias, and new hierarchies of voice and visibility. The theme examines how digital tools mediate inclusion, trust, and collective action, and how ethical and regulatory frameworks can promote digital equity and democratic accountability.
Guiding Questions:
· How do digital platforms enable or constrain inclusive participation?
· How do algorithmic systems reproduce or disrupt inequalities?
· What governance frameworks promote ethical, inclusive, and transparent digital participation?
· How can digital tools strengthen transnational solidarity and collective problem-solving?

IV. Participation, Solidarity and Sustainability Transitions
This theme examines the contribution of participatory and solidarity-based governance to sustainability transitions and climate justice. It explores how inclusive decision-making and collective action support equitable ecological transformation, resilience, and environmental governance, particularly in contexts of social vulnerability and territorial inequality.
Guiding Questions:
· How do participatory approaches contribute to climate justice and inclusive sustainability?
· What roles do local and indigenous knowledges play in resilient governance?
· How do solidarity practices support communities facing environmental risks and transitions?
· How can participation foster long-term environmental stewardship and trust?


Suggested Topics for Submissions
We invite submissions including, but not limited to:
Case Studies & Empirical Research
· Citizen assemblies, participatory budgeting, and deliberative forums
· Mutual aid networks and community-based solidarity initiatives
· Digital participation platforms and civic technologies
· Participatory governance in migration, health, and social policy

Critical and Conceptual Analyses
· Power, inequality, and recognition in participatory governance
· Participation fatigue and institutional capture
· Solidarity, trust, and democratic legitimacy
· Intersectionality and inclusion in collective action

Policy, Leadership & Practice
· Institutional reforms for inclusive governance
· Digital regulation and algorithmic accountability
· Inclusive leadership and collaborative governance models
· Comparative and cross-regional perspectives on participation and solidarity
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